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of our players.
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Headmaster’s Foreword

I am delighted to make a few words of introduction to our first Yearbook, a treasure of 
memories that we will look back upon in years to come.

This is a year we shall remember—not for the walls we have built, but for the foundations 
we have laid. Not for what we have already achieved, but for what we have begun. And like 
the butterfly who counts not months but moments, we know we have time enough.

Haileybury Bhaluka was not born of comfort or conceit. It was born of conviction. It was 
born of the belief that the brightest young minds of Bangladesh deserve a school that does 
not ask how far you can go, but how high you dare to reach. Lifting hearts, empowering 
minds. Our Yearbook marks the end of our first year and embraces much of what has 
happened within it.
And at the head of our endeavour, leading the way, is the Haileybury student.

No institute of education — no matter how grand its name or noble its vision—is truly great unless it serves the individual child. Here at Haileybury 
Bhaluka, we have striven—day by day—to know our students, to call forth what is best within them, and to meet them where they are, before helping 
them to rise. And rise they have. Within weeks of our opening, we hosted an inaugural art exhibition, ‘Whispers of the Soul’. Featuring 40 artworks 
across a broad canvas of students, we celebrated creativity and artistic talent. We brought the first term to a dramatic close with Haileybury’s Got 
Talent: music and magic, dance and drama; capped by the comedy of Charlie Chaplin, a witty stand-up routine and a scary move with a comic twist. In 
this first year, we have seen students celebrate their mother tongue on International Language Day with pride and purpose. We honoured Internation-
al Mother Language Day with a vibrant road painting and a cultural showcase, bringing together the talents of our students and staff. We walk across 
beautiful tribute to language and heritage, at dawn and at dusk, fostering a sense of unity and cultural appreciation within our community.

We have seen them take their first steps into science with hands-on chemistry experiments—synthesising sulphates and unlocking the hidden 
language of molecules. These were not ordinary lessons. These were sparks. We have seen then beyond the campus in robotics competitions against 
university opponents and in online competitions with international schools. We are not afraid to set a high hurdle. We are not ashamed to speak of 
excellence. For we know that excellence is not arrogance—it is discipline, it is resilience, it is the quiet decision to do one’s best, again and again. A 
relentless quest that will never be realised.

We have witnessed that pursuit in our classrooms and in our competitions. In our Cryptic Crossword Challenge, our students trained their minds to 
solve problems with wit and logic. In our supervised study, they committed to building lifelong habits of learning. And through these daily acts of 
effort, they rose. In the Oxford Union Debating Competition, our students took on the rest of the world, the only regional representatives.
We do not judge ourselves against other schools in Bangladesh but compare our achievements with the best in the world. As young members of the 
Council of British International Schools, the Boarding Schools Association, we compare and compete against world class schools. But let it be known 
that our vision is not narrow. It is wide as the sky and deep as the rivers of Bangladesh. We believe in a curriculum that extends beyond books. We 
believe in a life of the mind and a life of the spirit. And this year, our students showed us what that means. They led musical ensembles. They 
performed on stage in Haileybury’s Got Talent. They played with courage in football tournaments and triumphed as champions. They showed 
sportsmanship and strategy in chess. And yes—they lifted their first table tennis trophies with pride and joy.
Let the world know: this is a school that does not simply educate—it illuminates.

We do not measure success by grades alone. We measure it in the quality of our friendships, the depth of our compassion, the strength of our 
community. In our boarding houses, students have found not just beds and bookshelves—but belonging. In moments of quiet reflection and shared 
prayer, they have discovered a sense of peace and place. We care for the heart as well as the mind. Our evolving partnership with the children of 
Shishu Polli Plus, exemplifies our commitment to developing leaders who care for all the people.

Our school was never meant to exist for itself alone. From the beginning, it was meant to serve a greater good. Let us not call our young people only 
to the pursuit of success—but to the deeper calling of service. Not only to the heights of achievement—but to the foundations of character. And 
already, they have answered that call. In our eco-clubs and philosophy circles, in the simple kindness they show one another, they are discovering that 
leadership does not begin with loud commands, but with quiet conviction. Through the Duke of Edinburgh Award, they learn that true accomplish-
ment lies not just in reaching the summit, but in the journey of service, of skill, of volunteering—and yes, of adventure. Just last month, they were 
trained in food service and visited the school dairy to understand where nourishment begins. Next month, they will carry the spirit of our school across 
borders, on expedition to Malaysia and Thailand. And next year, with pride and purpose, we begin a new chapter as an accredited IB World 
School—offering the Diploma Programme to nurture students who are not only open-minded and globally aware, but ready to stand, shoulder to 
shoulder, with the world they will one day lead.

Let the memories of this Yearbook show that in this first year: We did not wait for tradition. You created it. We did not copy greatness. You built it. 
We did not speak of potential. You proved it. The road ahead is long. But it is ours. And if we walk it with the same courage, the same imagination, 
and the same belief in one another that we have shown this year, there is no telling how far we may go.
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PORTRAIT GALLERY

Pupils of Year 7 with their Tutor Mr. Kanistan Navaratnam & The Headmaster

Pupils of Year 8 with their Tutor Mr. Nasiruddin & The Headmaster

Year - 7

Year - 8
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PORTRAIT GALLERY

Pupils of Year 9 with their Tutor Mr. Aminul Islam & The Headmaster

Pupils of Year 10 with their Tutor Mr. Wahiduzzaman & The Headmaster

Year - 9

Year - 10
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Miranda Fell Stocks
English

Kanistan Navaratnam
Science

Mahedi Hasan Rahat
Computer Science

Md. Nasiruddin
Art & Design

Aminul Islam
Sports & Activities

Mohammad Wahiduzzaman
Bangla and Bangladesh Studies

Saifur Rahman
Maths

HONOURABLE TEACHERS
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HAILEYBURY
HERALD

Best wishes,

From the Headmaster
 Our first celebration of International Mother Language Day has 

involved all students in a variety of cultural endeavours.

We began with a Bangla Spelling Bee, hotly contested, followed 
by a film showing how the nation defended its right to use its 
own language in 1952. We have painted paths leading to the 
School, in red, yellow and white colours.

We ended the week today with a whole school cultural cauldron, 
the highlight being the beautiful poetry of Bangladesh.

24-Hour
Poetry Challenge

Students across all year groups had the option of taking on the task of 
memorizing Rudyard Kipling’s “If—” in just 24 hours. The challenge tested 
not only their memorization skills but also their discipline, resilience, and 
focus.

Special congratulations go to Suraim from Year 8, who emerged as the 
overall winner with the least errors in his recitation. His flawless delivery 
was exceptional, showing the results of his hard work and dedication. Well 
done, Suraim!

Prizewinners:
Year 7
* Mashnoon
* Purna
* Rayat

Congratulations to all who participated and completed the challenge. Your 
effort is truly commendable: you showcased such remarkable determination 
and demonstrated that with enough focus, perseverance, and belief in 
yourself, anything is possible!

Year 9
* Sami
* Jareer
* Srayan

Year 8
* Jubaer
* Rubayed
* Suraim
* Taseen
* Shafi

If
by Rudyard Kipling

If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,

Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies,
Or being hated, don’t give way to hating,

And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise:
If you can dream—and not make dreams your master;

If you can think—and not make thoughts your aim;
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster

And treat those two impostors just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build ’em up with worn-out tools:

If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,

And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breathe a word about your loss;

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you

Except the Will which says to them: “Hold on!”
If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch,

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,
If all men count with you, but none too much;

If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,

Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,
And—which is more—you’ll be a Man, my son!



“The staging 
was incredible 
and the pupils’ 
outstanding 
performances 
really brought 
event to life.”

“

”

“Our young learners showcased their linguistic brilliance
in the Bangla Spelling Contest, where every student
participated with enthusiasm and determination! ”  

From 
mastering 
challenging 
words to 
celebrating 
the richness 
of our 
mother 
tongue, it 
was a day 
of learning, 
fun, and 
friendly 
competition.

Bangla Spelling

Competition
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[

Clubs & Activities
•

+880 1321 155 000-1   haileybury.com.bd
Dhamshur Mallikbari, Bhaluka, Mymensingh - 2240, Bangladesh

HaileyburyBhaluka

Oxford Union
Schools'
Debating Society 

 

To mark the international Mother Language
Day of Bangladesh, a film was shown
to the students how the nation defended
its right to use its own language in 1952.
bringing together pupils to understand
the significance of our student’s sacrifices
during the nation’s crisis also bring up
cultural richness and mutual understanding.

 

 

Mother Language
Day

Duke of Edinburgh
Physics Olympiad Club
Math Olympiad Club
International Chess Team

Football Club
Badminton Club
Swimming Club
Cricket Club
Basketball Club

Bangla Debating Club
Oxford Schools Debating Club
English Club
Model United Nations Teams

Leadership & Competitions

• Sports & Fitness

•

Robotics Club
Coding Club

Public Speaking & Language

• STEM & Innovation

Art Club

• Creative Arts

This week our debaters wrestled with the motion: This 
House believes that words are stronger than weapons. 
A fiercely contested clash of words saw the Govern-
ment team win the day. A great preparation for next 
week's regional round.

National Robotics
Championship
Team Haileybury proudly competed in the National Robotics Championship 
at Bangladesh University of Business & Technology. The event brought 
together top institutions, showcasing innovation in segments like line-follow-
ing robots, project exhibitions, drone racing, and soccer robots. Haileybury 
excelled in line-following robots and project showcasing, earning an 
impressive score.
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Science
Highlights

Year 9 Chemistry
in Action
Meanwhile, our Year 9 students have been honing their 
practical chemistry skills by synthesizing copper sulfate 
through a series of key techniques.

Experiment Overview:

Reaction Initiation: Using copper oxide and sulfuric acid, 
students initiated a reaction to produce a soluble salt.

Filtration Process: They then filtered the mixture to remove 
excess solid, ensuring a pure solution.

Crystallisation: Finally, through careful evaporation of the 
solution, they allowed beautiful blue copper sulfate crystals to 
form.

Learning Outcomes:
This hands-on experiment not only helped students grasp 
essential separation techniques but also reinforced their
understanding of chemical reactions and solubility.

Year 8 Nutrient 
Exploration
This term, our Year 8 students have been diving deep into the 
importance of nutrients and maintaining a balanced diet 
during their Science lessons. To enhance their understanding, 
they conducted a practical experiment to test for starch in 
various food samples using iodine solution.

Key Findings:
Colour Change Observation: The students observed a striking 
colour change from brown to blue-black, indicating the presence 
of starch. This hands-on activity not only reinforced their learning 
about carbohydrates as essential energy sources but also sparked 
curiosity about the food we consume and its impact on our health.

Benefits of Hands-On Learning:
Experiments like these are crucial in developing scientific skills 
while encouraging students to explore the world around them. 
Engaging in practical activities fosters a deeper
understanding of the subject matter and promotes a lifelong 
interest in science.
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Haileybury Awards Table

                                     

 

                              

 

                       

                                                                                                                                                                             

  

After a busy start to 2025, it is heartening to see the
incredible progress of our students. Topping the Frog 
Award Charts are the following students whom we 
congratulate on their determination:

Names
Rayat Bin Anwar
Srizon Sargiul Islam
Afraz Nazif Rahman
H M Tahmid Islam
Freemon Mohammad 
Bhuiyan

Gold Sapphire Emerald
59
31
39
30
45

5
1
1
1
1

4
2
3
2
6

                                                                                                                                                      

                       

Names
Md Muhtasham Shafi
Jubaer Ahmed
Rubayed Haque
Zunaid Aslam
Suraim Sulaiman

Gold Sapphire Emerald
66
64
54
35
30

11
3
8
2
3

9
10
6
25
24

Names
Safwan Uddin Aayan
Ayush Jyoti Dey
Srayan Banik
Mohammed Jareer
Saad Md. Al Wasi

Gold Sapphire Emerald
53
45
44
29
12

10
11
9
7
1

8
3
4
6
4

  

Names
Sajid Sarowar
Sunxin Azam
Tanzim Rahman Khan
Tasdir Abdhullah
Shahmir Rashid

Gold Sapphire Emerald
67
64
59
56
54

2
4
5
8
1

4
2
5
6
2

Year 10

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Data: 9th February 2025

Data: 9th February 2025

Data: 9th February 2025
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From The Headmaster

World
Book Day

We come together to celebrate 
World Book Day on 23 April in 
our school. 

Every year on World Book Day 
we are overwhelmed by the 
enthusiasm of our global school 
community. Dressing up or 
bringing books into school can be 
a big part of the celebrations and 
is what families particularly enjoy 
about World Book Day.

We will have lots of fun activities 
for students taking place 
throughout the day including:

Book swap;  please send your son 
with their unwanted books in the 
box outside the library. 
Recommending books; We will 
be using World Book Day as a 
way to share our favourite books.
Posters will be up in the 
classrooms of each teacher 
saying what they are currently 
reading and what their favourite 
book is
Dress up: staff and students use 
their costumes to share their 
favourite books and we encour-
age you to use things you already 
have at home.

HAILEYBURY
HERALD

Check out the World Book Day Family Hub
(https://www.worldbookday.com/families/)
for more things to do at home.

We’re very much looking forward to celebrating World Book Day, 
which could not happen without the support of parents - thank you

As we bring the curtain down on a second successful term, we 
marvel at the scope of endeavour celebrated in this newsletter.

tennis, we look back on a busy term, packed with pride. 

Last week, we hosted one of the country's leading social media 

posted worldwide shortly. It's worth waiting for.

Next term, we look ahead to World Book Day on 23 April and the 
Haileybury Experience day just three days later. There is a prize for 

Chewbacca costume, on a previous Book Day. Get your costumes 
ready and let's make it an event to remember.

See you back at School next term. 
Boarders' Return:19 April 
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Emerald Award

Student
Achievement
Awards

G
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A
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Sapphire Awards

Students of Haileybury Bhaluka respond best to appreciation 
and encouragement. We put strong emphasis on praise and 
reward. Teachers are encouraged to give praise where it is 
due. Recognition is given through Gold, Emerald and Sapphire 
awards, issued and recorded on Frog portal. These jewels of 
achievement are defined below:

Gold
Commends improvement and recognises outstanding academic 
achievement
Emerald
Commends kindness, thoughtfulness and acts of community service
Sapphire
Commends improvement or outstanding achievement in ECAs

Gold, emerald and sapphire awards are given on merit and examples 
are given here.

Commends improvement and recognises outstanding 
academic achievement
Example

Names
Rayat Bin Anwar
Afraz Nazif Rahman
Freemon Md Bhuiyan
Md. Mashnoon
Taqui Tazwar
Srizon Sargiul Islam
H M Tahmid Islam
Surid Rizik
Purna Nandi
Amin Khan Adib
Mohammad Ahassan 
Afraheem Khan
Ahsanur Rahman

Gold Sapphire Emerald
82
53
47
38
37
37
35
34
32
23
19
19
15

Year 7

Gold Sapphire Emerald

Year 8

14
2
1
5
2
5
1
2
7
0
3
1
2

8
7
6
0
3
3
2
4
17
2
6
6
3

Names
Jubaer Ahmed
Md Muhtasham Musharof Shafi
Suraim Sulaiman
Zunaid Aslam
Rubayed Haque Sowayd
Taseen Zuhayr
Akid Shahriar Ayaan
Farhan Hossen
Sadaf Islam Riasad
Shahbuddin Araf
Arham Dafi
Noor Mohammad Ayan
Shamsuddin Ahmed Arban
Tanjim Bin Omar

119
100
72
61
54
46
31
27
21
21
18
16
11
6

15
23
13
6
8
11
2
5
2
1
2
2
1
0

18
12
27
26
6
3
4
7
3
2
6
1
1
1
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“

Year 9
Names Gold Sapphire Emerald

Safwan Uddin Aayan
Srayan Banik
Ayush Jyoti Dey
Safwan Sulaiman
Mohammed Jareer Ajyan
Sami Rahman Chowdhury
Intesar Rafayet Faruque
Saad Md. Zareer Al Wasi
Atikur Rahman Ruhan
Md. Dhu Al Fiqar Deen
Mohammed Chowdhury
R. M. Nathan Perera
Tahiyan Ahamed
Rakibul Islam Akib
Abdullah Bin Sadeque

77
63
60
56
39
34
25
24
23
22
19
6
4
1
0

13
21
14
11
12
6
5
3
3
3
4
0
1
1
0

15
14
6
34
7
1
13
7
7
3
2
1
0
0
0

Haileybury
Experience Day
We are encouraging your son to nominate his close 
friends to come and join us for a Haileybury 
Experience Day. This will be an activity 
packed day, giving all boys and girls a 
glimpse of school life.

Our Head of Admissions, Ms Aysha, 
has sent and e-invite with all event 
details for easy sign-up. All parents of 
nominated children will be contacted 
by phone and email to go through 
details and seek their explicit 
approval.

It promises to be a great day.

Gold Sapphire Emerald

Year 10

Student
Achievement
Awards

Names
Sunxin Azam
Sajid Sarowar
Shahmir Rashid
Tanzim Rahman Khan
Zawad Aslam
Tasdir Abdhullah Chowdhury
Abdullah Al Mukit
Shafin Hossen
Samin Yasir
Al Mansib Soumic
Afnan Iqbal
Fahim Islam
Md. Ashfaq Nabil Eshan
Mehtaj Kabir Rehan
Thingu Singha Utsho
Rafique Abrar Jawad

92
85
84
69
68
64
61
35
35
33
27
26
24
23
21
19

11
5
6
8
10
12
7
5
6
11
6
6
6
8
6
3

2
7
5
5
9
8
3
0
3
3
5
1
5
3
2
0



”

“

”  

Certificates 
were awarded 
in both Singles 
and Doubles 
categories, 
recognising the 
skill, dedica-
tion, and 
sportsmanship 
of our players.

Table
Tennis

Tournament

A proud moment
at the Auditorium,
Haileybury Bhaluka 
as we honored the winners of the
Inter-Year Table Tennis Tournament!
Congratulations to all participants
and champions!
Keep the spirit of the game alive!
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OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS

INTERSCHOLASTIC- Oxford Schools’
Debating Society Competition

Intertwining ruthless minds in complex debate.
Navigating eloquent arguments, innovative ideas are born:
Truth and courage meet; a sharp edge we cultivate.

English debate flows freely, the oars of facts our guides,
Rational and ready speeches delivered with honor held high,
Speaking persuasively and factually with knowledge at our sides.

Celebrating views with respect and grace,
Holding firm to that ethos that never disappears,
Oxford schools’ bright debaters’ speeches illuminating every space.

Led by six trained debaters, united and keen.
Against twenty schools across the globe,
Speaking passionately, Haileybury Bhaluka’s global team.

Talented speakers gathered but we executed the perfect move.
In every round we showed strength and unity;
Champions of reason and respect, who always improve!

As a part of our Duke of Edinburgh Programme we visited a dairy farm which offered a vivid tableau of rural life. The landscape was 
alive with the gentle movements of livestock, such as herds of cows, a remarkable flock of 118 sheep, and sprightly goats mingled 
across verdant pastures. Among the animals the presence of playful calves and lambs added a sense of renewal to the scene. 
Particularly most striking was the formidable cow weighing an impressive 900 kilograms embodying the strength nurtured by 
traditional farming methods. The peaceful-coexistence of diverse species represented the perfect balance of a working farm where 
each animal contributes to the vitality of the farm. This significant experience provided a rare glimpse into agricultural life where 
nature and animal husbandry intertwine to sustain both land and livelihood. We also had the opportunity to ask some reasonable 
questions to the workers out there, which had helped us to get a better view of the dairy farm and enlighten this amazing experi-
ence even more.

Duke of Edinburgh Award Program:
Visit to the dairy farm

Md Muhtasham Musharof Shafi
Year - 8
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OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS

What Money Can't Save

God’s Gift

Rich and poor the world was filled,
Some more, some less.
Big houses, cars, and stacks of money...
Where others lived in broken shacks.

The rich thought they'd survive,
They'd buy their safety, make it real.
Poor just hoped for one more dinner,
A home, a mending of their scars.

Then the sky began to burn,
The sun was lost, it won't return.
The earth was dry, the rivers were dry...
And no one knew what went so wrong.

A fellow with gold fell to his knees,
"Money no good, save me, please!"
But no one came, no food, no light...
Just dark, dark, and boundless wood.

A poor man walked with empty hands,
But knew the land, the stars, the land.
He tripped on a tree, he built a fire,
He kept on going, climbing higher.

Now that money's lost, it's nothing but dust.
And only hope and trust remain.
In the end, it's clear to see...
It's not the gold that sets us free.

The sun shines, the bird sings 
I wake up and the doorbell rings
I go to answer the call 
I open the door and an angel falls
Peace fills my soul as I embrace
The spec of holiness that chooses this sinner
i feel as if god has blessed me 
Prayers don’[t go to waste alas 
Speaking to that light cleanses my soul
This soul of mine is ready 
to take on whatever comes before thee
And to protect this goddess of mine 
Even if i have to travel to the moon or
fight the divine
I will do anything as long as you shine

Afraz Nazif Rahman
Year - 7

Sami Rahman Chowdhury
Year - 9
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The Bearer
I could not fly only could cry,
Could not speak or could read
The cold desolate world I was in.

Then there was the light, the warmth
The one that made me feel home
A gentle touch; a mother's love
So vast, So deep, that made me leap
To the sky and to fly high

A silent pray to thee, pure beyond compare
A glowing beacon, that reminds me of home

The bearer of this little seed,
Always thee remember my heart will beat,
I will be grateful, will be indebted.

Throughout the unfathomably interminable, hyperpolysyllabically 
sesquipedalianistic, pseudoantidisestablishmentarianistically
neuropsychopharmacologically hypermetabolically
electroencephalographically scrutinized, multidimensionally
labyrinthine, epistemologically perplexing, ontologically
metaphysically profound, and existentially Sisyphean educational 
peregrination that is secondary education, I paradoxically manifested 
an unparalleled virtuosity in the praxis of procrastinatorial
chronospatial neurochronotherapeutic discombobulation,
temporodifferential epistemological recontextualization, and
psychoneuroimmunological perseveration. This culminated in the 
ostensibly inconceivable, supererogatorily fortuitous, and ineffably 
magniloquent consummation of my scholastic requisites through a 
synergistic amalgamation of hypercaffeinomimetically instigated 
psychoneuroimmunological hyperarousal, sporadic episodic
hyperintellectualized extemporaneous exertions, and incessant 
circadian chronobiological desynchronization compounded by chronic 
neurophysiological perseveration, all whilst maintaining an ostensibly 
superficial facade of scholastic decorum and cognitive equanimity in 
the face of overwhelming ontological dread and perpetual epistemic 
uncertainty.  

Ayush Jyoti Dey
Year - 9

H.M. Tahmid Islam
Year - 7

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS



A Year in Bangladesh
- Miranda Fell Stocks

When I boarded the plane from the UK to Bangladesh, I had no 
idea how deeply this country and its people would settle into my heart. 
It’s impossible to summarize such a rich, eventful year, but here are a few 
moments – snapshots, really – that capture some of the joy, the surprise, 
and the wonder I’ve experienced.

Let’s begin at Haileybury, with 6am runs through the misty rural 
landscape, accompanied by colleagues, when the world felt quiet and 
the paddy fields stretched endlessly around us. These peaceful jogs were 
often interrupted only by the odd goat, birdsong, and once (later in the 
year when we’d upgraded to two wheels) an elephant pulling logs that 
almost knocked me and Mr. Kanistan off our bikes!

Locally, one of the most surprisingly special moments came at the 

handled international mail and it resulted in a small act of connection 
that sparked a lot of laughter and camaraderie and one of my favourite 
photos of the year.

Moving further afield, it has been a privilege to explore Bangladesh’s 
historical and cultural richness, usually in the excellent company of Mr 
Chris. We ventured to Ahsan Manzil and Lalbagh Fort in Old Dhaka – 
both breathtaking (though Old Dhaka’s winding chaos did test my 
navigation skills). A weekend in Mymensingh offered peaceful moments 
by the sacred river, art at the gallery, and the romance of Shashi Lodge: 
an architectural gem. We even made friends with a rickshaw driver who 
seemed to appear just when we needed him, like magic. It was in 
Mymensingh, too, that I tasted fushka for the first time – a moment of 
culinary love at first bite! In Chittagong, there was terror (the giant swing 
at Foy’s Lake), delight (watching red crabs scuttle across the shore), and 
curiosity (peering into the morning seafood catch being haggled over by 
locals). The Ethnological Museum and Baatighar Bookshop were also 
unexpected delights and definitely ones to arranges student trips to next 
year.

Christmas took us on an unforgettable tour under the gracious guidance 
of the exceptional Mr Nasir. In Rajshahi, he showed us the real Bangla-
desh – from Tagore’s peaceful holiday home to the stunning Rajshahi 
Museum, home to androgynous figures and a serene standing Buddha.
I was honoured to speak at the Rajshahi Fine Arts Department, where 
students were exhibiting world-class sculpture; we climbed palms for 
fresh date juice on a memorable misty morning; visited fisheries where 
fish rose from the depths to sample our breakfast offerings; sat on 
cushions listening to musicians perform soul-stirring pieces of traditional 
and modern music, and; visited the Sopura Silk Mill, where we met some 
of the most talented and friendly craftspeople I’ve ever encountered. In 
Khulna, we spotted a crocodile in the Sundarbans, played chess with 
local children, and tried to fish by throwing nets. I caught… a shrimp (no, 
not the one in the photo – that was Mr Chris’ - mine was almost invisi-
ble).

Dhaka, of course, has been a regular adventure. From 
learning Bangla calligraphy at an art fair to receiving my 
first gifted artwork – two joyful bulbuls painted by a 
local artist at Cezanne Gallery – it has felt like a city that 
gives and gives. Thanks to Mr. Rahat, I toured Dhaka 
University, saw the parliament building, and, with Mr 
Kanistan, cheered on our students in a robotics competi-
tion. This remains a moment of pride (we won’t say 
anything about the robot not getting off the starting 
line...). Thanks are also due to the stalwart Mr. Aminul 
for graciously inviting Mr Kanistan and I to watch sports 
at the American School. It was a pleasurable afternoon, 
though nothing (nothing!) compares to watching our 
boys play: football, badminton, ping pong, whatever it is, 
they play with heart and skill. Watching the badminton 
tournament has to be one of my top five happy
memories of this year.

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS
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Then there’s the wildlife: our lost pipistrelle, a delicate, fragile grounded swift, a bee swarm the size of a suitcase outside poor Mr. 
Chris' window, the countless insects and reptiles spotted during morning jogs. It would be hard to say whether I have been more 
pleased by students who have come to tell me what they are reading or students who have bought me injured animals to help look 
after (and the occasional dead butterfly to add to my lepidopterist collection). The world around us is fascinating and beautiful and 
engaging with it fully is part of our joyful journey as human beings.

cows, close enough for their dribble to land on my window. Mind you, I did once drive a CNG down the school drive, so I can 
 (for 200 metres, anyway) and that really was joyful.

 
This school has been a family. Our newest staff – Mr. Saifur and Mr. Mahedu – have slotted in perfectly. Mr. Saifur, my classroom 
neighbour, has provided endless humour on a busy day, while Mr. Wahid, a pillar of the school, has never ceased to inspire with his 
dedication and commitment to his students. I’ve paid homage already to Mr Nasir and Mr Aminal’s kindness in sharing experiences 
with us expats, and Mr Kanistan knows that I couldn’t have made it through this year without his humouring my constant ‘invita-
tions’ to do exercise.

Though I want to give a teacher’s perspective here, it would be remiss of me not to also give a special shout out to the women of 
the school, with whom I shared a hilarious afternoon filming a promo video. Clever, kind, and endlessly funny, these unsung heroes 
deserve a note of thanks. As for Mr Simon, Mr Masum, Mr Burhan, Capt. Asif and Mr Al Amin: the school simply would not work 
without them. They want the best for you and toil every day to make that possible. 

Of course, at the heart of it all is you: the student body. Each of you has made this year one of the best in my teaching career. 
Whether it has been the Year 7s diving into A Series of Unfortunate Events (giving me another welcome reason to go to The 
Bookworm), the Year 8s astonishing me with their ever-expanding vocabularies, the Year 9s helping their new students feel 
integrated, or the Year 10s managing their IGCSE journey with grit – you’ve made me so proud. You’ve shared poems, jokes, 
questions, frustrations, and joys, and some of you have truly turned yourselves around this year. Oh and let me just say: no one has 
ever sung me a better Happy Birthday!

Thank you, Bangladesh. Thank you, team. Thank you, students. This has been a year of magic – and I can’t wait to see you all in six 
weeks, after a summer of well-earned rest.

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS
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A deep feeling in the heart with a hint of 
frightening, yes, it was my first day in
Haileybury Bhaluka, an outstanding school with 
a brilliant educational system, considering one of 
the best schools in Bangladesh.

Being in a school like this has been very impact-
ful in my life, as it is not only a school, it is a 
place where we learn and gather knowledge. 
Within the boundaries is another one where I 
live.

The surrounding has its own emotions 
compared to the outside world. Every brick of 
this school carries fondness around it. Being 
with the whole Haileybury is being with another
second family, a family we care deeply for each 
other. Its life changing opportunity as this
school offers its students the finest education 
for the students’ well-being, and I could not
thank less for being in a school which is perfect 
in every way for me.

Md. Mashnoon Kowser Mridha
Year - 7

Tahiyan Ahmed 
Year 9

The Feeling

Spelling Bee 
Bangla
The Bangla Spelling Bee was an interesting 
program held on the 9 th of February, 2025. The
spellings were both easy and hard, Our Bangla 
Teacher, Wahid Sir enunciating each word
perfectly. The event was based on International 
Mother Language Day.

Everyone with great focus wrote what they 
could. There were 20 words given, each word
having its own twist. A lot of people were excited 
with some giggling every now and then. The
ambiance of the auditorium was nice and well lit. 
Photos were taken. All the teachers remained
seated with a few taking pictures. Overall it was 
an interesting event in my haileybury journey.
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Amin Khan Adib
Year - 7

Tasdir Abdullah Chowdhury
Year 10

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS

Greetings and salutations, to whoever is reading this! Marshal of the Bangla 
Debate Club here, and I’m here to spill out a few fragments of the club 
sessions we’ve had with Mr. Wahid and the members. I remember, before my 
worries and stress were born, in the third week of school, I struggled to make 
a presentation and somehow presented it in front of the debate team. That 
was when I felt a sense of connection to the no-knowing team and they 
were cheering in joy, instilling annoyance in the great and wise, Mr. Wahid. I 
haven’t had the best experience exactly to say the least in Bangla debate, as 
for English, but I was confident I’d achieve something in the Bangla counter-
part too. Though, I can recall mixing up the words, “COLLISION” and 
“SCREW” in Bengali as a mistake in a tournament. I mean, the crowd did 
laugh so yes, there’s that, but the Chair began awfully yelling at me and 
kicked me off stage  and that was the last time I was made campus ambassa-
dor for a while at that tournament.

Anyways, in Bangla debate, the great Wahid Sir tried his uttermost best to 
push the team up but some specific team mates of mine pulled it down again 
before getting kicked out. We’ve had several sessions with the topics such 
as—
i) Remittance contributes more to our economy than industrialization. 
(Industrialization won.)
ii) Socialism will be a better ideology for our people than nationalism. 
(Nationalism won.)
iii) ECA’s are useless for Bangladeshi students not planning to go abroad.
(More competition? No thanks. Let me win, because it’s gonna benefit me 
more please.)

Bangla Debating



`ywbqvi nvIqvq †f‡m wM‡q
cv‡ev wK †Zvgvq AvKv‡k?

†Zvgvq Avgvi e‡Kz wb‡q,
nvwi‡q hve AvKv‡k|

nvwi‡q †Zvgvq, †Zvgvi Qwe
†f‡m D‡V gv_vq;

GZ fv‡jv‡e‡m, wK K‡i
fzwj Avwg, †n †Zvgvq?

Sami Rahman Chowdhury

iv) Winning is more important than participation. (It was a tie, nobody won, everyone just went home slightly annoyed and 
angry.)

The teams that actually gave in efforts were the only ones that won but we had a fearsome debater. Now, let me pay my formal 
tribute to the nuclear weapon of our club, who destroyed every competition. (Except me, of course, never stood a chance 
against me.) He’s the man, the myth, the legend, Ahsan-Ur Zaman, who always spoke overtime and never followed rules, he 
held onto his beliefs firmly and never let his own ideals down, I suggest and imply, we should all follow his footsteps and hold 
onto our beliefs as well, as it makes us, us.

I thank Wahid sir for the rank he gave me in the club that made me feel like the General of an illegal army. May his patience live 
long, though our team tried hard to kill it. That will be all, Tasdir signing out. Thank you for reading.

Experience In the
Oxford Schools Debating Tournament
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Being able to participate in the Oxford School’s Debate 
Competition was an unforgettable experience. Guided by 
our Principal, Mr. O’Grady, we took part in 2 debate 
rounds. With international students from all over the 
world. Schools from countries in Europe, South America 
and more. For my first Debate Competition ever, I felt 
that it went very well. The judges were students at 
Oxford University. The constructive feedback we 
received gave me a lot of insight on how to improve.

All of our rounds contained students of our senior year, 
who were in Year 12/13. After each round we discussed 
and they praised me and my teammate Tasdir Abdullah 
Chowhdury, who also performed extremely well, and 
with his broad experience in the field, we made a good 
team.

Overall, I hope to have to have more experiences like this 
in the future and I thank Mr. O’Grady for being our 
mentor and signing up me and my teammate Tasdir for 
this opportunity.

Sajid Sarowar
Year 10

Md Muhtasham Musharof Shafi
Year - 8
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Ayush Jyoti Dey
Year - 9

 ,qvZMwvh‡ZwÖc BG |ivRg bwgZ† ,iK©hvK BeyL ¨bR ivLk† bgh† vUG ,vLj† bvbve b‡ï ãk
KwVb KwVb kã ï‡b Zvi evbvb wjL‡Z nq| GB cÖwZ‡hvwMZvwU, Avgv‡`i ¯‹zj †nBwj‡ewi 
fvjyKvq, 9 †deª“qvwi 2025-G AbywôZ nq| cÖ‡Z¨K QvÎ, GB cÖwZ‡hvwMZvq AskMÖnY K‡i, 
Ges GwU Avgv‡`i ¯‹z‡ji AwW‡Uvwiqv‡g AbywôZ nq| me wk¶K-wkw¶Kv †mLv‡b Dcw¯’Z 
wQ‡jb|
 

m¨vi, me¸‡jv kã wVK K‡i, †h †Kvb †Kvb kã _vK‡e| k‡ãi g‡a¨, wKQz wKQz KwVb kã 
_v‡K| cÖwZ‡hvwMZvi ïi“ †_‡KB mevB GK`g kvš— n‡qwQj, KviY mevi †RZvi B”Qv| 
15 †_‡K 20 wgwbU kã †jLvi ci, Avgv‡`i cÖwZ‡hvwMZvwU †kl nq| cÖwZ‡hvwMZvwU Lye gRvi 
wQj| hviv evsjv fv‡jv cv‡ibv, Zviv A‡bK wKQz wkL‡Z †c‡iwQj| cÖwZ‡hvwMZvwU Avgvi wb‡Ri 
Kv‡QI A‡bK fv‡jv Ges gRv †j‡M‡Q| 

Avkv Kwi, Iqvwn` m¨vi fwel¨‡Z GiKg cÖwZ‡hvwMZv Av‡iv Avb‡eb, †hLv‡b Avgiv Avgv‡`i 
wb‡R‡`i `¶Zv cÖKvk Ki‡Z cvi‡ev|  

Jubaer Ahmed
Year 8

kã‡hvwMZv

P¨vU wRwcwU e¨envi Kwi bvB

MZKvj Avgvi evsjv wk¶K Avgvq evsjv iPbv wjL‡Z w`‡qwQj, Zvi welq nj P¨vU wRwcwUi 
e¨env‡ii ¶wZKi w`K Ges wKfv‡e my e¨envi Ki‡Z n‡e| iPbv KLbB Avgvi cQ‡›`i  welq 
wQj bv, Z‡e GB eQi cvm Ki‡Z n‡j Avgvi GB iPbv wjL‡Z n‡e|

K¬vm †kl nIqvi ci Avwg WiwgUwi‡Z wd‡i hvB Ges hvIqvi mv‡_ mv‡_ Nyg †`B, Ny‡gi g‡a¨ 

iPbv †hb GK wbwg‡lB gyL¯— n‡q hvq| 

†`B m¨v‡ii Kv‡Q Avgvi iPbv †`Lv‡bvi Rb¨| m¨vi GB iPbv †`‡L ej‡jb ÒP¨vU wRwcwU 
e¨envi K‡iQÓ? Avwg ejjvg bv m¨vi, ÒAvwg P¨vU wRwcwU e¨envi Kwi bvBÓ m¨vi wek¦vm Kij 
bv Ges ejj ÒZzwg GZ fv‡jv iPbv KL‡bvB wjL‡Z cv‡iv bvÓ Avwg ejjvg Òm¨vi Zvn‡j GKB 
iPbv P¨vU wRwcwU‡K †`b Ges †`‡Lb Avgvi iPbv Ges P¨vU wRwcwUi iPbv GK nq bvwKÓ 
m¨vi Avm‡jB ZvB Kij| P¨vU wRwcwU hLb Reve †`q ÒZvi Øviv GZ my›`i fvlvq ¸wQ‡q iPbv 
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